
SERVING SUNDAY MASS-REVISED JANUARY 2023 
The Celebration of Mass

What follows is a normal Sunday Mass. 


CB: Cross Bearer

C1: Candle Bearer 1

C2: Candle Bearer 2


Before Vesting

1. You should arrive at least fifteen minutes before mass begins. Every Server is 

encouraged to spend a brief time in prayer before vesting for mass. 


Vesting for Mass

2. After properly preparing yourself with a moment of prayer, go to the sacristy making 

sure to keep a prayerful atmosphere of silence. Check the schedule to confirm your 
role in the liturgy. You should wash your hands, make the Sign of the Cross, then 
vest. Each server should assist the others to ensure their vestments are fitting 
properly and are clean. 


Preparing for Mass

3. 5 minutes before mass begins, C2 will light the candles in the sanctuary in the 

following order: 

• Begin with the candles along the back wall on the sacristy side: start with the 

candle closest to the Tabernacle and proceed outward.

• Then the candles on the chair side of the altar, begin from the center and work 

outward.

• Then the candles on the ambo side of the altar, from the center outward.

• Finally, the candles on the back wall on the ambo side, from the one closest to 

the Tabernacle, outward. [See Diagram 1]


4. When Father has vested the servers accompany him to the back of the church. 


Immediate Preparations

5. Line up for the procession: 


1. CB, with C1 (right) and C2 (left) on either side. [See Diagram 2]


Procession 
6. After the music starts and when the singing begins, the servers begin down the 

main aisle in procession. All servers look straight ahead, keeping an even spacing 
between them. Those holding a candle should keep the candles at the same height 
as the other server’s candle. 


• CB: Keep the Cross high enough to be seen by the congregation, walking down the 
middle of the isle.


• C1: Stays to the immediate right of CB.

• C2: Stays to the immediate left of CB.
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7. When arriving at the foot of the sanctuary, stop, pause a moment, make a bow of 
the head. CB goes straight up the steps to the right side of the altar. After CB has 
stepped up into the sanctuary, C2 leads C1 to the left in a single file line, around the 
bottom of the steps of the sanctuary, and enters the sanctuary to the left of the 
ambo.


• CB: Places the cross in its holder, and takes their place at the bench

• C1 & 2: Places their candles on the credance table, and take their places at the 

chairs to the left of the credence table


Introductory Rites 
8. At the end of the Gloria (“For you alone are the Holy One…”):

• CB: Takes and opens the missal facing away from themself and goes to stand in 

front of the celebrant, slightly to his right. When the celebrant has completed the 
Collect, they return to their place at the bench.


9. All servers remain standing until CB has returned to their place, all the servers sit 
together at the same time. 


Liturgy of the Word 
10.At the end of the second reading (when all have said, “Thanks be to God.”) all the 

servers rise together. 

• C1 & 2: retrieve their candles from the table and go to their places on each end of 

the altar, waiting for the Deacon, C1 on the chair-side of the altar. C2 is on the 
ambo-side. 


11. After the celebrant or deacon has picked up the Book of the Gospels: 

• C2: goes around the front of the altar and meets C1, at the right end (from the 

congregations’s view) of steps of the sanctuary. 

• C1 & 2: lead the deacon in procession to the ambo, around the steps of the 

sanctuary; C1 on the outside, C2 on the inside. When arriving at the ambo, C1 and 
2 will take their places alongside the ambo. C2 is on the choir-side and C1 (making 
sure to process around behind the ambo) on the altar-side. Each faces the ambo for 
the reading of the gospel. Make sure the candles are held at the same height as the 
other one the entire time of the procession and at the ambo.


12.As soon as the gospel is complete, C1 and 2 both return their candles to the 
credence table, blow them out gently, and return to their seats. All the servers sit at 
the same time. 


13.The servers should listen carefully to the homily, being sure to give a good example 
to the congregation. Hands should be palm down on one’s legs when seated, with 
no feet swinging.
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LITURGY OF THE EUCHARIST 
Preparation of the Altar 
14.After the homily, creed, and Prayers of the Faithful are concluded, CB, C1, and C2 

prepare the Altar. 

• CB: Brings the Roman Missal and its stand or pillow to the chair-side of the altar, 

placing it for celebrant or deacon to arrange. They then return to their seat and are 
seated.


• C1: Taking the veiled chalice to the celebrant or deacon, they place it on the side of 
the altar. They may hold the burse open for the celebrant or deacon to remove the 
corporal. They will return the veil and burse to the credence table, placing it on top 
of the Lectionary or Book of the Gospels. 


• C1 and C2 return to seats to wait to accompany priest to receive wine and hosts. 
CB also accompanies the priest and helps with the collection basket.


• C1 and C2 return to the left side of the altar and wait with the hosts and wine until 
they are reached for by the deacon or priest.


• CB places the collection in the front of the altar at the center on the floor. Returns to 
their seat.


• C1: Takes the water (after removing the top, in their right hand) and goes to the side 
of the altar waiting for the celebrant or deacon; hands the water to the celebrant or 
deacon when he prepares the chalice. Waits to have the water returned. Then they 
go and gather what will be needed for the Lavabo rite.


Lavabo 
15.C1 & C2 approach the celebrant to wash his hands. 

• C1: has the small tray and the water cruet, 

• C2: has the towel 


16. They bow to the celebrant when he approaches, pours water over his hands and 
offers the towel so he can dry them. They bow again when leaving. The lavabo 
should NOT be done over the oriental rug, but just outside it’s edge near the altar. 
This is so that water cannot drip on the rug if spilled.


17.C1 & C2 return and remain at the credence table, standing while facing CB until the 
conclusion of the prayer overs the gifts “…through Christ our Lord. Amen.”


18.The servers process down to the lowest step of the Sanctuary. [See Diagram 5]

• CB: is on the chair-side, in line with the altar.

• C1 & 2: are on the ambo-side, C1 in line with the altar and ambo, C2 to their left. 


19.After the Sanctus, when the congregation kneels, so do the servers on the lowest 
step. 


Eucharistic Prayer 
20.CB rings the bell on three occasions during the Eucharistic Prayer. The rings should 

be quick and be rung for about a second each time with a half second of silence 
between the rings if there are more than one. The server holds the bells in their right 
hand, with their left hand on their chest. The server should not put the bell down 
until it has had a chance to finishing ringing:
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1. At the Epiclesis, when the celebrant extends his hands over the gifts, palm 
down, saying the word, “…Spirit…”. One quick ring. 


2. At the elevation of the Body of Christ. Three quick rings.

3. At the elevation of the Blood of Christ. Three quick rings. 


The Lord’s Prayer 
21.At the end of the Eucharistic Prayer, after the Great Amen, all stand for the Lord’s 

prayer (Our Father). While praying the Lord’s Prayer, the serves should refrain from 
holding their hands out, as the Celebrant does, so that the emphasis of the action is 
on the Celebrant. The servers palms remain placed together in front of them.


Lamb of God 
22.  Kneel back down after the Lamb of God.


Communion 
23.Remaining in their places, where they had kneeled. The celebrant or deacon will 

give the servers communion. You may stand or stay kneeling to receive 
communion.


24.When all the servers have received Communion, they return into the sanctuary

• CB: Takes the missal and its pillow or stand, and returns to the bench, taking their 

seat at the same time as C1 and C2

• C1: Will remove any items placed off to the side of the altar and return them to the 

credence table and remain standing at the credence table to assist in the ablutions, 
then returns to their chair. Do not take anything off of the corporal, the square piece 
of cloth on the altar. Only a deacon or priest can do this.


• C2: Returns to their seat and sits when CB and C1 sit.


25.  No one besides the priest or deacon should handle any vessel, either from the altar 
or the tabernacle, that has the Blessed Sacrament or Precious Blood in it, unless 
it’s been handed to them (which should not happen unless the person is serving as 
an extraordinary minister of Holy Communion). This is true that the vessel should 
not be handled, until it has been purified by the priest or deacon.


26.Servers should remain prayerful, thanking God for the great gift that he has just 
given them. 


Purification of the Gifts 
27.When Distribution of Holy Communion is completed, 


1. C1: Will stand and be ready to return anything handed to him by the deacon or 
priest to the credence table.


Concluding Prayer 
28.CB will take the missal, holding it open towards Father, standing to his right, as 

soon as the Deacon has returned to his seat. 
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29.When Father has completed the prayer, 

• CB: returns the missal to its place and retrieves the cross from the sacristy, waiting 

at the bottom of the steps to the sacristy. 

30.After the Final Blessing, as the celebrant and deacon begin to move towards the 

altar to reverence it: 

• CB: leads the servers down the steps to take their places at the entrance to the 

sanctuary. 

• C1: Follows the CB and stands on the choir-side of the main isle.

• C2: Follows C1 and stands opposite C1

• Each flanks the CB


31.All wait for the Celebrant and Deacon. 

32.CB make a head bow as the Celebrant genuflects. C1 and C2 genuflect in unison 

with the priest. Then, turning in unison, turning around to their right, they process 
up the aisle. 


33.They make their way back to the sacristy, maintaining silence. C1 may extinguish 
the candles before de-vesting. If they assist the sacristan in clearing the sacristy, 
they should remain vested while doing so. When no more assistance is needed, as 
indicated by the Sacristan, Deacon, or Celebrant, the server may de-vest.


Appendix 1: Mass with Incense  
Thurifer - The Thurifer comes first in processions, before the Cross. Responsible for helping the Celebrant 
(and the Deacon if one is present) to prepare the incense and to load the thurible in the beginning of mass, at 
the Gospel, and at the Offertory. Responsible for incensing at the Eucharistic Prayer. 

Carrying the Thurible  - The thurible is carried in the right hand, except immediately before mass begins as 
the celebrant has not yet loaded nor blessed the charcoal or incense yet. Before it is blessed, the thurible is 
to be held in the server’s left hand. Hold the thurible in your right hand gripping it immediately below the disc 
at the top. The boat may be held in your left hand which is held against your breast.  

Processing with the Thurible - The thurible is swung beside the server when processing, at a comfortable 
pace, not over-exaggerated or carelessly. This will take practice to master.  

Presenting the Thurible - Approach the celebrant and hand him (or preferably the deacon) the boat. 
Transfer the thurible to your left hand (if it is not ready there) and slide the securing ring (if there is one) up the 
chains about one foot. Pull the chain which raises and lowers the top of the thurible up until it is stopped by 
the securing ring. Secure all three chains in your left hand so they do not move. With your right hand, grab 
the chains a little above the securing ring and raise the thurible to a level comfortable for the celebrant, 
moving your left hand to your breast. Keep the thurible steady while the celebrant “loads” the incense on the 
charcoal. When the celebrant has finished, close the lid and secure it with the securing ring, transferring the 
thurible back to your right hand, and taking the boat back from the celebrant (or deacon).  

To present the thurible to the celebrant (or preferably first the deacon), hold the thurible out with your right 
hand (holding the boat in your left), letting it hang straight down so the celebrant (or deacon) may grasp it 
easily. If a deacon is assisting, the thurible is always presented to them, who then presents it to the celebrant. 
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Incensing -   

Before Vesting 
1. The Thurifer needs to light the charcoal at least 10 mins. before mass begins so 

that it has enough time to burn before incense is placed on it. Therefore they 
should arrive at least 15m before mass to ensure they have enough time to properly 
light the charcoal. 


Preparing for Mass 
2. Ensuring that the thurible is clean, the thurifer will light 1 briquette at least 10mins. 

before mass begins. They will also need to ensure that the boat has enough 
incense ground for the mass; grinding more if need be. There should be a good mix 
of finely ground and coursely ground incense to ensure a good burn ratio. 


Immediate Preparations 
3. Before lining up with the other servers at the start of the aisle, the thurifer will 

approach the celebrant and (assisted by the deacon) present the thurible for him to 
load. When the thurible is “loaded” and blessed, the thurifer will take their place at 
the head of the procession. 


Entrance Procession 
4. The thurifer leads the procession. Pause at the foot of the steps and reverence the 

altar by a slight head bow, and then proceed to their right, ascending the steps of 
the sanctuary in the middle, and waits off to the right side and behind the altar by 
the altar servers’ bench. 


5. As the celebrant reverences (kisses) the altar, the thurifer approaches the celebrant 
and presents the thurible to them (or to the deacon if one is assisting). They stand 
back off to the side near the bench while the celebrant incenses the altar. If there is 
a missal and stand/pillow on the altar, remove and hold it, standing a few feet away, 
during the incensing of the altar.


6. After the altar has been incensed, the thurifer goes to the celebrant (or deacon) and 
receives the thurible back from them. Then they return the thurible and boat to its 
stand and takes their place in the sanctuary, sitting near CB


Liturgy of the Word 
7. After the Responsorial Psalm, the thurifer retrieves the thurible and boat, and waits 

for the second reading to be finished. At the completion of the second reading “The 
word of the Lord. Thanks be to God.” the thurifer goes to the celebrant at the chair 
and presents the thurible and boat to them to be “loaded" (with the deacon if one is 
present). They then take their place towards the sanctuary steps, ready to lead the 
gospel procession. 
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8. When the procession is ready to depart (the candle bearers have arrived and are 
next to each other), the thurifer leads the way around the sanctuary to the ambo. 


9. At the ambo, the thurifer leads CB2 around the back of the ambo and stands off to 
the side towards the credence table, ensuring there is enough room between 
themselves and the ambo for CB2 and the deacon to pass between them. 


10. After the deacon has made the greeting to the congregation and has announced 
the reading (“A reading from the Holy Gospel according to N.”) the thurifer steps up 
to the deacon’s right side and presents them the thurible. 


11. When the deacon has incensed the Book of the Gospel, the thurifer receives the 
thurible back from them and resumes their place, behind and off to the right side of 
the deacon. While standing with the thurible, swing is slowly, about a foot forwards 
and back.


12. At the conclusion of the gospel reading, the thurifer leads the candle bearers across 
the sanctuary (behind the carpet), reverences the altar when passing behind it with 
a head bow, and goes into the sacristy to prepare another briquette during the 
homily. 


Liturgy of the Eucharist 
13. During the offertory, the thurifer should retrieve the thurible and boat stand ready.

14. At the end of the prayer over the offering (when the celebrant bows low and prays a 

silent prayer), the thurifer goes and presents the thurible and boat for “loading” 
(assisted by the deacon if one is present). 


15. The thurifer receives the boat back from the celebrant (or deacon), and stands off 
to the side while the altar and people are incensed. 

1. CB will need to take the missal and its stand (or pillow) off the altar while it and 

the gifts are being incensed, standing next to the thurifer while waiting. 

16. After the people have been incensed, the thurifer receives back the thurible from 

the deacon, and incenses the deacon before going to the sacristy. The deacon is 
incensed with three sets of two swings, all directly centered towards him.


Eucharist Prayer 
17. During the Holy, Holy, Holy, the thurifer processes out of the sacristy and goes to 

the bottom of the steps at the center of the sanctuary. Just before leaving the 
sacristy, during the Preface, put two little spoonfuls of incense on the charcoal.


18. Kneeling on the first step, the thurifer incenses (three times with two swings) 
swinging straight forward at the two elevations, both the sacred Body and the 
Blood, while they are raised. 

1. CB2: Be sure to time the ringing of the bells with the three incensations done by 

the thurifer. 

19. At the memorial acclamation (“When we eat this bread…”etc.) rise, reverence the 

blessed sacrament with a head bow, return the thurible to its stand via the sacristy, 
and kneel in place near the thurible stand. 


20. For the rest of the Eucharistic Prayer, and the Communion Rite, follow the same 
directions as the cross bearer. 
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Final Blessing and Dismissal 
21. After the final blessings and reverencing of the altar, follow CB who is leading with 

the cross out of the sanctuary and stand in the center of the aisle, between him and 
C1 and C2, who are standing next to each other.


22.  Genuflect in unison with C1 and C2, and turn to the right in unison and follow CB 
with the Cross out. Empty the ashes from thurible after Mass into a safe place in 
the bushes near the creek. Follow the de-vesting guidelines with the other servers.
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